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“rom the Executive D|

A world without VIA is hard to imagine.
Without VIA, | would not be where | am and
who | am today. | believe the same could be
said for most people who have gone through
a VIA program. My VIA experience on the
American Language & Culture (ALC) program
was the core reason for me to pursue a grad-
uate degree and a career in the U.S. Through conversations with our
alumni, | have heard many of them share similar stories of how their
VIA experiences opened new doors and shaped their career paths. It
is also amazing to hear from many of them that their personal lives
had been changed by meeting their life-long partners through a VIA
program. | have had the honor to attend a few VIA weddings and look
forward to more in the years to come.

The following pages illustrate our activities from July 2015 to June
2016 when we ran 17 programs in Asia and the U.S. and impacted
the lives of over 400 individuals. As we are being increasingly inten-
tional about how we align our program offerings in Asia and the U.S.
to build an ecosystem of changemakers, we are hearing more stories
in which people embark on a journey with VIA beyond their initial
program experience. Some of these stories are introduced in this
report including a former Japanese participant who returned to our
social innovation program as a student coordinator to guide new stu-
dents and build his leadership skills. There are also alumni who have
returned to VIA to share their expertise as board members. We are
also starting to see a growing number of VIA alumni who are passing
the torch to their children to join VIA as second-generation fellows or
participants.

I am extremely humbled and privileged to steward VIA during a
period of great opportunity to bring deeper impact to the people
we serve and be a part of their VIA journeys. The VIA staff and board
are also feeling greater importance in the work we do especially at a
time with increasing tension and conflicts around the world. We are
sincerely grateful to all our donors, funders, alumni, and friends who
inspire, support, and enable us to continue our work. We are com-
mitted now more than ever to providing opportunities for people

to nurture cross-cultural empathy and empowering them with the
mindset and skills to become future changemakers to address local
and global challenges.
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VIA Journey Stories

Kazuya Aoshima

(ESI 20156 participant, ESI 2017 coordinator)

Jumping into a new world is Innovators Tokyo (NIT) group, which is organized by alumni of
always stimulating for me. VIA's social innovation programs. Whenever | engage in VIA’s
In July 2015, my VIA journey community, | could see a new world and meet good friends. Now,
started and | continue to explore | have a clear vision; “People in the world can share their dreams
wonderful experiences with and encourage each other to take next steps, which could make a

VIA. | first joined VIA’s Exploring  better world for everyone.” | was very happy to be a coordinator
Social Innovation (ESI) program  for ESI and the president for NIT because it made me realize my
as a participant that gave me passion. Currently, | have just begun my first career as a teacher
many opportunities to think about myself; “What kind of person  at a junior high school in Japan. However, it is not the end of my
do | want to be in the future?” Then | found that | have a desire relationship with VIA. On the contrary, | am very excited to keep
to make good learning environments like ESI provided to the contributing to this world from an educational aspect and con-
participants. In 2016, | returned to San Francisco as a program tinue to collaborate with the great team at VIA!!

coordinator and also dedicated myself to the newly formed Next

Stephanie Parker

oordinator for ALC 2008, 2009, 2010, SAC 2009, ESI 2011, 2012; Board men

I was 14 when a classmate intro- | went on to be a coordinator for six Silicon Valley programs be-
duced me to Korean Pop music  tween 2008 and 2012. From ramen-fueled study sessions to tear-
(“K-Pop”): | enjoyed it so much, ful reflections on poverty and race, these programs pushed me to
that | made it my personal mis-  my limits as a leader, friend, and cross-cultural communicator. In

sion to travel to Korea during my professional life, | have grown even closer to VIA: | regularly
college. So when | noticed a host program participants at Google where | work, and | have also
poster in my Freshman dorm joined the Board. | am incredibly privileged to have the opportu-

asking, “Do you want to make new friends, exchange cultures, nity to not only meet new, inspiring changemakers through the
and go to Asia,” | applied right away. That summer, | hosted stu-  VIA programs every year, but also to help the organization step
dents for the American Language & Culture program, and visited forward into the future. I’'m excited to see how my relationship
my students in Korea later that year. Mission accomplished! But ~ with VIA evolves!
as our founder, Dwight, likes to say with a smile, “Just when you
think you’re done, VIA finds a way to pull you back in.”

Tim & Mia Clark
ndonesia 1972, former Board member, Interim Executive Director 2011
Our VIA adventure started in 1972 with a wedding—ours. Four days later we were off to Indo-
nesia for two years on what some called a honeymoon. After Asia came grad school, careers
and kids, but by 1983 we were helping organize VIA’s 20th anniversary. Two separate stints
on VIA’s board followed (for a total of 20-plus years), then organizing four VIA alumni trips to
Tim & Mia in Bogor in 1973 with Myanmar and one to Vietnam-Cambodia. Among the more memorable VIA occasions at our
one of Mia’s students from Indonesia, Myanmar, Japan, Taiwan and China. Stuck in there was a six-month term as
VIA’s interim executive director, a Last American Supper for outgoing fellows, and multiple
efforts to explain Silicon Valley to VIA visitors to Stanford. Why? VIA just sticks with us and
enriches our lives. It’s not that we were with VIA, we still are and will always be. As a one-time
VIA slogan holds, VIA changes lives, ours and thousands more.

Same trio as above in 2008 during
VIA Alumni Tour
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In fiscal year 2016 VIA ran 17 programs
and enrolled more than 400 participants

N
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Programs in Asia

‘ VIA expanded its portfolio of youth programs and brought 18 youth
B and three adult mentors to Hong Kong and Guangzhou for the innagu-
%8 ral American Youth Leadership Program (AYLP). The group spent three
¥ Weeks learning about leadership, environmental issues, sustainable
8 development, and Chinese language and culture.

VIA's AYLP trip provided me with a transformative and life-changing
opportunity for me to grow as a leader and a responsible citizen of the
world while surrounded in a group of like-minded peers, mentors, and

@ riends we meet along the way. One major skill that | have learned dur-
« | ing the trip is how to live in the moment, and how to be flexible to what
3 life brings me.”

—2015 participant Ben Blum




Programs In Asla (continued)

Seven Stanford students joined VIA in Yogyakarta, Indonesia during sum-
mer 2015 for internships at community development NGOs. The program
was designed in partnership with the Haas Center for Public Service at
Stanford and matched American students with a cohort of Indonesian
students. Graduating senior and trip leader Sanchay Gupta interned at the
public health organization Griya Pemulihan Siloam (GPS).

“My time at GPS was absolutely unforgettable. Having the opportunity
to work closely with and be accepted amongst the patients there gave
me a unique glimpse on how [ see service fitting into my future career.
As an aspiring physician, experiences like these inspire me to continue
along that path.”

— 2015 participant Sanchay Gupta

Programs In the United States

During summer 2015 VIA brought several participants to San
Francisco from Myanmar to join our Exploring Social Innovation
(ESI) Program. Har Khaw Dee shared her passion for education as
a Warden at the Phaung Daw Oo Monastic School (PDO) where
she supports 186 girls from different regions in Myanmar, some of
them even coming from areas of civil war. Although many of these
girls age 5-16 are struggling with poverty and loss of confidence,
Khaw Dee sees their potential and is dedicated to seeing them
/ grow fully into themselves and achieve all that they’re capable of.
Har Khaw Dee During ESI, Khaw Dee shared her own story of why she chose her
career path to the group of changemakers across Asia during the
ESI tradition event, V-talks--the V stands for VIA, and is originally inspired by the famed TED talks. She planned
to reuse this V-Talk format to encourage her girls to share their stories with her and each other. She is call-
ing this the “You & Me” program, which will start with her 9th grade girls, and be held every Sunday evening,
where each girl will have a chance to share about their families, challenges, views and other aspects of them-
selves that they’ve been a bit shy to reveal so far.

In September 2015, students from our U.S.-based exchange program reunited with our Stanford students in To-
kyo through several social innovation activities before a 5-day trip to Tohoku in partnership with Rikkyo Univer-
sity to support the town of Rikuzentakata in their reconstruction process after the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami. The group was thrilled to exchange lessons from both cultures and build new bridges across the Pacific.
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Contributors

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations

BelleJAR

Dr. CJ Huang Foundation

Enlight Foundation

Henry Luce Foundation

U.S. Department of State

Robert Bayard Textor Research Fund

Pacific Links
|

Orchid ($10,000+)

Thomas Bowers

Grant Cox & Elizabeth Sager

Michael Moradzadeh

Mark Nelson & Margrit Benton

Priscilla Winslow

Peony ($2,500 - $9,999)

Howdy Bouis & Cristina Sison

Cliff Chan

Jon Childs

Dwight Clark

Alison Davis

Eugene Gregor

Jon Hecht & Lora Sabin

Ron Herring & Tuckie Yirchott

Jennifer Hubbert & Jay Crary
— Sukie Jackson & Bob Tanabe

‘Our daughter Mari's association with
VIA as an ALC counselor (along with
her talks over cups of tea with both
Dwight and Cliff) have helped guide
her career path to fundraising and
development for non-profits.”

Your contributions add miles to each participant’s

Journey. For that, we thank you.

‘VIA made a huge impact in our
lives with nonstop involvement
since 1972. Now | hope our
granddaughter will join a VIA
high school trip”

Tim & Mia Clark

Patricia Clark
Jane Clayton & John Petro
Andy & Holly Cohen

Mike & Chris Connor

“The VIA alumni tours have
reminded me that over its
50 years, VIA has developed
contacts with the most
innovative thinkers in Asia.”

Joan Karlin & Paul Resnick

Steve Miller & Pam Cowan

Sam Schwartz

John & Sherry Shoch

Cherry Blossom ($1,000 - $2,499)
Fumiko Arao & Kenneth Singleton
Jeanne & Robert Blamey

Ruth Brousseau

H. Kirk Brown

Phillip Chritton & Zhinong Zhang

“VIA Beijing '84-86 changed my life,
now version 2.0: daughter Monica
heads to Myanmar as a VIA fellow.”

Matthew & Dawn Couch

Mike & Carol Danaher

Debbie DePuy

David & Lynnae Evans

Janice & Bill Forsyth

Beth Foster

Terry Fry & Amy Klatzkin

John Giles

Catherine Griffin

Alice Hill & Peter Starr

Tom Hutchins

Jerry Kurjian

Andrew Lewandowski & Kim Yap
Fowler Skip Martin

Carole Milligan

Michael & Jeanne Milligan

David Morgan & Marcia Guerrein
Brian Murphy & Michelle Bentua
Douglas Ogden

Danilyn Rutherford

Jackie Schmidt-Posner & Barry Posner
Leonard & Bea Smith

James Spears & Richard Sternberg
Cheryl Stewart

Denise Strojny-Hall & William Hall
Timothy Thornton, Jr.

Tuyet Tran

Magnolia ($500 - $999)
Amanda Allbritton

Kern & Amy Beare

Scott & Kathryn Blois

Michele Dreyfuss

Kate Dunham

Patricia Fieldsted

Ellen French

Elton & Rebecca Graves
Samantha Davidson Green

Sarah Nelson Hill & David Hill

Henry Hooker

Steven Hope & Cathy Curl
Nelson Hsu

Alissa & Neal Keny-Guyer

Grace Kong & Abdol Soltani
Gary & Pamela Maes

Patrice O’Neill

William Palmer & Joann Hotta
Stephanie Parker

Mary Schlarb & Michael Richardson
Matthew Schwartz & Karen Levesque
Diane Sheng

Gwendolyn & Thomas Smith

Bill Stewart & Kalima Rose

John Strand

Scott Sugiura

Peter Winslow & Cheryl Stewart
Wisteria ($250 - $499)
Jack Abbott

Karen & Bruce Aylward

Dan Bedford

Carol Benedict & Paul Ashin
John & Nancy Cassidy

Laura Coleman

Christine Bates Crum

Heather Danton

Jon Eichelberger

Barbara Foorman

Tim & Roxane Fromson

John & Deborah Gittelsohn
Mary Greenley

Richard Gregory

Cliff Halverson & Laurie Hedden
Suzie Ivelich

Mike Jeffery

Helena Kolenda

Judy Birk Kridle

Mo-Yun Lei

Gale Lewis

Sylvia Martinez & Tim Hickey
Stephen McNeil

Denise Odenwalder & David Solomon
Rick Pam & Penny Stroud

Glen Price & Rita Huybrechts
Kent & Sandra Rowett

Steve Saxenian & Stacey Lennard
Nick & Maya Selby

Bob Simons

Amy Sobel & Richard Follansbee
James Stuebner

Alan Teo

Richard & Shirley Thompson
Steve & Tricia Trainer

Gerald & Kathryn Underdal

D. Wainwright

Linda Warren

Edwin Wells

Kelly & Michael Windsor



Contributors (continued)

Azaleas ($100 - $249)
John Ashton

Richard & Rickie Ann Baum
Dave Beard & Jean O’Neil
Jeffrey Benz

Marsden & Elizabeth Blois
Tom Brida

Bill & Anne Callison

Brian Cheu

Katie Barstow Chilton
Leslie Chin & Ralph King
Richard Cohn

Lafcadio Cortesi & JoAnne Welsch
Jonas Crimm

Ann de Peyster & Michael Kirk
Robert Henry Dillon
Michael Eldredge

Doug Felt & Lillian Lee
Carol Ferguson

Don Flickinger & Jennifer Silveira
Patricia Fong

Cynthia Fong

Lillian Forsyth

Robert Forward

Michael & Molly Frank
Louise & Jonathan Franklin
Paul Gellert

Tim & Jane George

Perri Goodman

Gary Greenfield

Peter Haines

Vasey & Brian Hargreaves
Stevan Harrell

Paul & Carol Henning
Anne Huckins

Margaret Jensen & Gary Long
Robert Jerome

Henry & Dorothy Johnson
Adrian Kalt

Shih-Hsun Kao

John & Joan Kavanaugh
Caitlin Keliher

Diane Keliher

Charlotte & Tom Keller
Kent & Terry Keller

Kristy Kelly

Eric & Margareta Kettner
Kyle Koehler

Peter & Rita Kriz

Heather Kuiper

Eric Larson

Stacey Laumann

James Lee

Janet & Peter Li- Tempest
Tom Lo

Marcus Magallanes

Steven Marsden

Jane Augsburger MclLaughlin
Philip McLeod & Shawn Christianson
Shelley Metzenbaum

Daniel Miller & Bea Zengotitabengoa
Jennie Mollica

Susan Moy

Adam Myhre

David Neidel

John & Beth Neidel

Dugald Owen & Brook Jenkins
Nnenna Ozobia

Susan Passovoy

Tom & Barbara Petersmeyer
Kathleen Purcell

Neil & Sandra Rudo

Raymond Russell Il & Judith Lehr
John Sandor

Kim Saunders

John & Carolyn Shepherd
Dave Sklar

Bill Stanley

Jack & Loraine Anderson Stuart
Al Taira

Dan & Mila Thomas

Rick Topkins

Phuong Truong

Deborah Wang

Nancy & Roger Webber

Sasha Welland & James Tweedie, Jr.
Donna & Adnan Wing

Lotus ($1 - $99)

Julie Anderson

Lydia Animosa

Angela Arunarsirakul
Christina Astley

Amy Louise Azuma

Elicia Berger Rozic

Nathan Bitting

Jonathan Buenaventura
Henry Canby

Jennifer Chan

Mollie Chapman

Anni Crofut

Ann Davidson

Shannon Davidson

Caroline Del Gaudio DePalatis
Sally Edwards

Mary Ellis

Liz Eshleman

Leah & Charles Fisher

Earl Fong

Chuck Fulkerson

Paris Geiken & Scott Toll

Carol & John Glaser

Don & Carolyn Gray

Hilary Bienstock Grayver

Andy & Pam Horowitz

Stephanie Hou

Calvin Jenn

Valerie & Christopher Kelley

Alice Lee

Kim Linton & Danny Rothberg

Kathy & Juan Marin

Laura Masunaga & Art Kameda

Linda Melville

Jessy Needham

Erica Petrofsky

Mark Pham

Robert Quinn

Rafael Reyes

Gordon & Betty Shull

Sara Skinner & Javier De Ana
Kevin Smith

“VIA opened the door for amazing

life experiences and lasting
friendships”

Ellen Steiker

Patricia & Michael Sullivan
Amy Tanner

Steve Thomas & Carol Dreselly
Stephanie Toriumi

Sarah Tran

Jennifer Ura Gavin

Helen Waller

Howard Weiss

Edwin & Alison Wells

Aaron Wertheimer

Anna Wetterberg Robert Franks

995 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-904-8033
Www.viaprograms.org




