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From the Executive Director

Oh, what a difference 60 years make! The world 
surrounding us has certainly changed since VIA 
founder Dwight Clark and a group of Stanford 
students ventured out to Hong Kong to volunteer 
in the summer of 1963. Back then, not many people 
were traveling overseas and access to information was 
limited. There were also no economic superpowers in Asia. Over the past six 
decades, there have been many events, including political conflicts in Asia 
and global health threats such as the SARS epidemic in 2003 and the recent 
COVID pandemic, that have forced VIA to suspend our activities. However, 
being agile and resourceful, VIA has been able to navigate these challenges 
and continue to bring people from different cultures together. 

As VIA adapted to the changing environment over the years, our programs 
have also continued to evolve. What started out as a summer volunteer 
project for American students became  yearlong fellowships where VIA 
Global Community Fellows work with partner organizations in Asia to 
support capacity-building and their efforts to better their communities. 
When we started inviting students from Asia to the US in the 1970s, the 
focus was primarily on language learning and cultural exposure. Our Silicon 
Valley-based programs have since diversified across a range of academic 
and professional fields, to focus on developing mindsets and skills to take 
innovative approaches to addressing social issues. In just the last few years, 
we have also taken our programming online, making our curricula and 
unique approach to community-based learning globally accessible. 

While our current programs appear different from before, our core values 
and approach have remained unchanged. We continue to value compassion 
and approach situations and people with openness and empathy. We also 
value collaboration and adapt our programs and services to ensure that 
they are meaningful to our partners and the communities in which they 
work. With regards to our key activities, we continue to connect people 
across the Pacific to build cross-cultural empathy and provide opportunities 
for self-reflection so that they can explore ways to connect to society and 
take action to bring positive change. 

As we clarify our purpose in today’s world and look ahead to the next 
few decades, we are in the process of updating our vision and mission 
statements. We greatly appreciate those who have shared their feedback on 
our initial drafts. I feel truly honored and privileged to have the opportunity 
to work with dedicated staff, board members, and alumni at a critical 
transformational time for VIA. As I reflect on my journey with VIA, starting as 
a participant from Japan joining a summer program on the Stanford campus 
over three decades ago and joining the VIA team as a staff member almost 20 
years ago, I remain committed to providing experiences of personal growth 
and cross-cultural connections, and ensuring our programs are meaningful 
to the communities we serve. I must also sincerely thank all our staff, board, 
donors, funders, alumni, and friends who support VIA and look forward to 
shaping VIA’s future together. 
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VIA In-Person Programs Return!
While our activities were limited to the virtual space during 2021, we were able to 
gradually resume our programs in person starting in the summer of 2022. 

Next30 Participant Voice: The workshop on design-thinking was truly inspirational and we all enjoyed 
the process of gaining hands-on experience. I now look forward to implementing projects with long-term 
impacts towards shaping the future of Central Asia. 

Rikuzen Takata Project Participant Voice: I got the experience of seeing how communities and individuals 
recover and grow from natural disasters. I met friends I plan to stay in touch with, learn from, and see again 
throughout the rest of my life. I developed a love for Japan and its amazing communities.

We look forward to resuming our in-person programs this year in Silicon Valley and in Asia. If you would like to support, please visit 
viaprograms.org/donate. Your support will provide opportunities for aspiring social impact leaders to experience a transformative 
journey of cultural exploration and self-discovery through VIA. 

In June, October, and November 2022, in partnership with Meridian International, VIA 
hosted three cohorts from the Next30 Central Asia program sponsored by the US State 
Department. Young leaders including activists, artists, engineers, and entrepreneurs got 
hands-on experience on social impact and innovation during their visit to Silicon Valley. 
Program sessions included a workshop on design-thinking by VIA Executive Director 
Kazutoh Ishida, a talk by VIA alumnus and venture capital investor Andy Cohen, and site 
visits which included the Stanford and UC Berkeley campuses as well as social enterprises 
such as Delancey Street Foundation, Edible Schoolyard Project, and BRIDGEGOOD.

In February 2023, VIA successfully hosted our first in-person Exploring Social 
Innovation (ESI) Program in Silicon Valley since 2020. Led by VIA Program Director 
Kristy Ishii, the cohort was made up of 15 amazing students and young professionals 
from Japan and Myanmar. Participants shared their career passions, inspirational 
personal stories, and community-driven initiatives while bonding over collaboration 
on their design-thinking projects. 

During the program, the participants focused on learning about themselves and 
anchoring their strengths as individuals and as a part of a team. Being together 

in person offered the group an 
opportunity to learn about mindful 
meditation, engage professionally 
with local business and community 
leaders, and connect with 
changemakers. The final days of 
the program were spent in deep 
reflection and planning for goals 
post-program. 

Led by Program Director Yuki Ueda, the Rikuzen Takata Project returned to an in-
person format in August 2022, despite continuing challenges with COVID entry 
restrictions to Japan. In partnership with Rikkyo University, students from the US, 
Japan, and Hong Kong participated in a seven-day joint program dedicated to 
understanding disaster recovery and working with the community in Rikuzen Takata, 
a city that was devastated by the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami. 

During the program, participants learned about approaches to sustainability 
especially in rural communities, while developing cross-cultural collaboration skills 
and reflecting on their own roles as community leaders.

ESI Participant Voice: Through ESI, I gained not only 
design-thinking techniques for social innovation but 
also connections with other socially-minded people. 
I got a chance to reflect on myself and VIA taught me 
to be “an authentic me for others.”

How To Support



In the past 25 years, over 800 university 
students from Asia studying in various 
health care fields from mainland China, 
Japan, Taiwan, Myanmar, and other 
regions have joined VIA’s health care 
programs to discover new perspectives 
and explore new insights on medicine 
and its practice in the United States  
and Asia.

The value of VIA’s health care programs 
is not only in the exchange of ideas and 
knowledge but also in the impact it has 
on personal lives. Through reflections, 
participants learn more about 
themselves and their place in the world 
and what kind of health care provider 
they want to be.

2021 was the first year that VIA offered 
the Exploring Health Care (EHC) program 
virtually. While originally a necessity due 
to the pandemic travel restrictions, this 
opportunity made it possible for those 
who may not have otherwise been able 
to join an in - person program to gain
knowledge and skills alongside like-
minded young medical professionals 
from across Asia.

In 2022, 19 participants 
from Japan, Myanmar and 
Zambia joined the EHC 
program virtually.  Virtual 
programs have made the 
VIA health care programs 
more accessible allowing 
participants from across 
the globe to connect and 
share their experiences 
and perspectives with each 
other. 
 
VIA Program Director Lina 
Yamashita said, “The EHC programs 
this past year were a great success! The 
participants virtually explored a variety 
of health care topics from medical 
education, work-life balance, and mental 
health to response to COVID-19, cross-
cultural communication in health care 
settings, and hospice care. I worked with 
an amazing team of fellows from Japan, 
the US, and Zambia who created a warm, 
supportive environment that enabled 
participants to actively engage with one 
another. Although we were all spread 
across different time zones, we were able 
to connect in a way that I never thought 
would be possible!” 

VIA began 2023 welcoming our Global 
Community Fellows and supporting 
partners to Chiang Mai, Thailand for 
the first VIA Social Impact Partnership 
Conference!

VIA Fellows, partners, supporters and 
alumni from the US, Japan, Thailand, 
Indonesia, and Myanmar gathered 
together in January 2023 for a week-
long conference of collaboration and 

innovation. Conference activities 
included meditation, a workshop 
on self-compassion, visit to a local 
social enterprise, culture exchange 
with students from BEAM Education 
Foundation, and a World Cafe session 
to share  challenges and solutions. 
Through these activities, attendees 
discussed best practices, engaged in 
peer-to-peer learning, and strengthened 
VIA’s network and relationships.

VIA would like to thank the Enlight 
Foundation for their sponsorship of 
the VIA Social Impact Partnership 
Conference.

VIA Social Impact Partnership Conference 2023

Exploring Health Care
Connecting Around the World 

The VIA Exploring Health Care (EHC) 
Program will provide both virtual 
and in-person options this year. If 
you would like to support, please 
visit viaprograms.org/donate. 
Your support of this program will 
provide opportunities for future 
health care providers to experience 
a transformative journey of cultural 
exploration and self-discovery 
through VIA. 

The VIA Global Community Fellowship (GCF) 
is a multi-year program working directly 
with communities in Asia. Fellows get hands-
on experience learning how organizations 
in Asia are using creative and innovative 

methods to address critical social challenges. 
The GCF program is currently operating in 
Thailand and Japan, with active plans to 
expand in other areas in Asia. VIA is open to 
potential partners to support the growth of 
the GCF program. For opportunities, please 
contact our Strategic Relationships Director 

at wallace@viaprograms.org for more details. 
If you would like to support, please visit 
viaprograms.org/donate. Your support will 
provide opportunities for aspiring social 
impact leaders to experience a transformative 
journey of cultural exploration and self-
discovery through VIA. 

How To Support

How To Support



GCF Partner Spotlight
In April 2022, VIA resumed our Global Community Fellowship (GCF) program, working with our partners in Asia to host a new group of 
Fellows in Thailand and Japan. As we look forward to resuming many more posts in other areas across Asia, we would like to thank our 
wonderful partners and highlight our GCF posts this year.

BEAM Education 
Foundation
beamedu.org

Bridging Educational 
Access to Migrants 
(BEAM) is a non-profit 
educational foundation 
that emerged in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand as a 
response to the needs 
of migrant and refugee 
youth living in Thailand, 
most of whom come from Myanmar. 
They are dedicated to supporting 
local, people-oriented communities 
in Myanmar and Thailand 
through access to comprehensive 
educational opportunities. 

VIA has partnered with BEAM 
for nearly a decade through our 
Fellowship program. This past 
summer, Jenny Chen joined as our 
first Fellow to be posted at BEAM 
since the pandemic. In her role as 
a Fellow, Jenny manages the Youth 
Community Engagement Program (YCEP), a cultural learning 
and youth empowerment program which facilitates the 
integration and re-integration of migrant people in Thai and 
Burmese communities. Jenny engages with students through 
workshops, youth programs, and community events.

Shonan Shijuku

risshi50.jp

Shonan Shijuku is a community 
organization that was launched 
in 2010 and incorporated by 
the current mayor of the City of 
Izumi Otsu in Osaka Prefecture 
in 2016. As an organization, 
Shonan Shijuku strives to 
nurture future social impact 
leaders who can contribute to 
their community and beyond. 
As an organization, they provide 
educational programs, support 
youth in entrepreneurship, hold sessions that encourage self-
expression for students and children, and connect foreigners 
studying at a Japanese school in their city to people in their 

local community. We would 
like to thank the Freeman 
Foundation for supporting 
this post. 

VIA sent our first Fellow, Betty 
Nguyen to Shonan Shijuku 
in April 2022. Betty supports 
educational programming for student groups and community 
members in Izumi Otsu. Recently, she collaborated with a local 
food company to organize a mural painting event for their new 
containers, with a focus on making mural-painting activities 
accessible to children, seniors, and disabled participants in 
the local community. Betty interacts regularly with the local 
community, focusing on expression and promoting positivity 
through art and healthy living.

Parami University

parami.edu.mm

Parami University is a high-quality liberal arts university in 
Myanmar that seeks to cultivate future leaders and global 
citizens by nurturing critical thinking, inspiring leadership, 
and compassionate service. The university started as a pilot 
institute known as Parami Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
in early 2017 and received its licensure in 2022 by the District 
of Columbia Higher Education Licensure Commission and is 
currently in the process of seeking accreditation.

In this partnership with Parami, VIA Fellows work as Academic 
Advisors to have provided advising support and tutoring to 
undergraduate students. Since August 2022, Lynn Travnikova 
and Fannie Osran have supported Parami University in 
their roles as GCF Fellows by helping launch the first class 
of undergraduate degree programs online. By focusing on 
providing access to education for students in protracted crises, 
Lynn and Fannie help students from challenging backgrounds 
through their coursework as they work to obtain their university 
degrees. 

Jenny at the local 
community fair in  

Chiang Mai, Thailand

Betty and Iroha at 
Irobeet Cafe

Lynn and Fannie with the Parami University team



$565,394

2021–2022 By The Numbers

John Affeldt & Karen Hoy
Jeanne Blamey & Robert Fram
Dwight Clark
Tim & Mia Clark

Brooke Isham
Joan Karlin & Paul Resnick
Stephen McNeil
Michael Moradzadeh

Corbin Smith
Joel Stratte-McClure
Robert Textor

Expenses

Funding Sources

$953,801

We would like to thank and honor all of those who have made a legacy gift promise to VIA. Their commitment 
will ensure the continuation of rich, immersive cross-cultural learning experiences that transform lives 
and strengthen our global community.

If you have included VIA in your will or trust, please inform us so that we can thank you for your special 
commitment. For additional information about our program, please contact Kazutoh Ishida at: kazutoh@
viaprograms.org or (415) 904-8033.

32.3%

37.6%

15.9%

14.2%

Program Income
$90,067

PPP Contribution 
$182,875

Foundations 
& Grants
$80,000

Administration
  $295,361 

Fundraising
$55,808 

Programs
$602,632

Leaving a Legacy for VIA

Individual Donations
$212,452

63.2%

31.0%

5.8%



  Orchid ($10,000+)
Thomas Bowers
Grant Cox & Elizabeth Sager
Rick Holmstrom
Danilyn Rutherford

       Peony ($2,500–$9,999)
Dan Bernstein (in honor of Dwight Clark)
Dwight Clark
Alison Davis
Bill Hall
Jon Hecht & Lora Sabin
Sukie Jackson & Bob Tanabe
Joan Karlin & Paul Resnick
Carole Milligan
Diane Sheng
John & Sherry Shoch
Leonard & Bea Smith
James Spears & Richard Sternberg
Yuta Tonegawa

 Cherry Blossom 
         ($1,000–$2,499)
Christine Bates Crum
Jeanne Blamey & Robert Fram
Linda Chin & John Parissenti
Phillip Chritton
Patricia Clark
Tim & Mia Clark
Andy & Holly Cohen
Pam Cowan & Steve Miller
Janice & Bill Forsyth
Terry Fry & Amy Klatzkin
John & Deborah Gittelsohn
Paul & Marion Goldman
Susan Hartt
Ron Herring & Tuckie Yirchott
Steve Holve & Diane Hu
Jennifer Hubbert & Jay Crary
Greg Hurlock & Yoko Yamamoto
Tom Hutchins
Eric Larson & Teresa Bigelow
Nathan Levy
Fowler (Skip) Martin
David F. Morgan
Brian Murphy & Michelle Bates-Benetua
Mark Nelson & Margrit Benton
Douglas & Emile Ogden
Glen Price & Rita Huybrechts
Jackie Schmidt-Posner & Barry Posner
Joel Stratte-McClure (in honor of Dwight 
Clark)
Alan Teo
Timothy & Kathi Thornton
Shungo Shinohara
Paul Strasburg & Terry Saracino

Magnolia ($500–$999) 
Amanda Allbritton & Sean Brady
Kern & Amy Beare
Michael Benefiel
Peter Bergman
Judy Birk Kridle
Ruth Brousseau
Greyson Bryan
Jon Childs
David Cline & Siri Bliesner
Mike & Carol Danaher
Ken Darrow & Mary Pat O’Connell
Steve Dazey
Michele Dreyfuss
Kate Dunham
David & Lynnae Evans
Barbara Foorman
Stevan Harrell
Catherine Griffin
Cliff Halverson & Laurie Hedden
Chris Harte & Katherine Stoddard Pope
Steve Hope & Cathy Curl
Alissa & Neal Keny-Guyer
Blair King & Erlis Haryanti

Contributors
William & Joanne Lehman
Andrew Lewandowski & Kim Yap
Michael & Anne Milliken
David Neidel
Kosuke Nohara
Edmund Ow
Carol Putnam Thomsen
Mary Schlarb & Michael Richardson
Matthew Schwartz & Karen Levesque
Nick & Maya Selby
Gwendolyn Smith & Tom Musolf
Bill Stewart & Kalima Rose
John Strand
Bing Tso & Janet Gwilym
Jill Tucker
Gay Urness & Deborah Achor
Scott Walker
Edwin Wells
Clay & Helen Wertheimer
Priscilla Winslow

 Wisteria ($250–$499)
John Affeldt & Karen Hoy
Fumiko Arao & Ken Singleton
Jack Bailey
Jim Bateson
Rick & Rickie Ann Baum
Daniel Bedford
Tom Brida
Bill & Anne Callison
John & Nancy Cassidy
Leo Cazares
Joe Chen & Ya-Yuan (Maggie) Cheng
Leslie Chin & Ralph King
Hourin Cho
Connie Chu
Heather Danton
Samantha Davidson Green
Jon Eichelberger
Doug Felt & Lillian Lee
Don Flickinger & Jennifer Silveira
Lillian Forsyth
Terrence George  

(in honor of Dwight Clark)
Tim & Jane George
John Giles
Gary Greenfield
Eugene & Barbara Gregor
Peter Haines
Phillip Hsu & Shih-Ying (Audrey) Hung
Anne Huckins
Kazutoh & Midori Ishida
Suzie Ivelich
Yoko Kawashima
Kent & Terry Keller
Helena Kolenda
Grace Kong & Abdi Soltani
Bettina Kurkjian & Grischa Chandy
Janet & Peter Li-Tempest
Tom Lo and Caitlin Ann Schneider
Tarrant & Elika Mahony

Foundations, Corporations  
& Organizations
The Alben F. Bates & Clara G. Bates 
Foundation
Amazon
BelleJAR Foundation
COFRA Foundation
Douglas Young Charitable Fund of the 
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Enlight Foundation
FICO
Freeman Foundation
Google
Henry Luce Foundation
John & Nancy Cassidy Foundation of 
the Silicon Valley Community  
Foundation
McKinsey & Company
Neidel Family Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Monterey County
Netflix
The North Ridge Foundation
Oracle Corporation
The Ridgway Holmstrom  
Family Fund LLC
Twitter

Your contributions add miles to each participant’s journey.  
For that, we sincerely thank you. 

July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Foundations 
& Grants
$80,000



Laura Masunaga & Art Kameda
Amanda Meier
Adam Myhre
Saeko Noda
Cira Ortiz
Pilar Ossorio
Brad & Liz Palmquist
Danni Redding Lapuz
Rafael Reyes
Steven Ross
Scott Silverman & Loretta Siciliano
Al Taira & Martha Phillips
Richard Topkins
Mai Tran
Linda & Edus Warren
Anna Wetterberg & Robert Franks
Kelly Yates

  Azaleas ($100–$249)
Doug Aden
Anonymous
Anthony C. Bash
David Beard & Jean O’Neil
Linda Bevis
Kirsten Böse & Ben Self
Brian Byrdsong
Brian Cheu
Valerie Cole Kelley
Debbie Crane
Charan Devereaux
Michael Eldredge
Mika Endo
Liz Eshleman
Guy Eustice & Kathleen Blanchard
Cynthia Fong
Michael & Molly Frank
Louise & Jonathan Franklin
Yasunari Fujiki
Paul Gellert
Christopher Gerteis
Dianne Greenley
Richard Gregory
John & Ann Grube
Masataka Hagiwara
Paul Anthony & Carol Henning
Rowan Hollitz (in honor of Dwight Clark)
Henry Hooker
Andy & Pam Horowitz
Amanda Le
James Lee
Gary & Pamela Maes
Lani Marsden & Will Chester
Shelley Metzenbaum
Jennie Mollica
Jessy Needham
Di & Huong Nguyen  

(on behalf of Duy Nguyen)
Tom & Barbara Petersmeyer
Sophie Roh

Paul Richardson
Lara Rosenthal
Adam Rubin
Raymond Russell & Judith Lehr
John Sandor
Deborah Satten
Kim Saunders
John & Carolyn Shepherd
Hau-an (Michael) Shieh
David Sklar
Isabel Stenzel Byrnes & Andrew Byrnes 

(in honor of Ana Stenzel)
William Su
Patricia & Michael Sullivan
Mitsuyo Suzuki
Kayoko Tamura
Jennifer Tang & Daniel Imamura
Dan & Mila Thomas
Stephen C. Thomas & Carol Dreselly
Richard (Buzz) & Shirley Thompson
Margaret Walker
Will Wang
Richard Young
Mary Zurbuchen

 Lotus ($1—$99)

Jack Abbott
Anna Aden (in honor of Kazutoh Ishida)
Anonymous
Suzanne Bernsten
Danny Brooks
Christina Bui
Henry Canby
Amy Louise Casey
Bina Contreras
Mary Ellen Dowling
Earl Fong
Paris Geiken & Scott Toll
Carol Glaser & John Glaser
June Ann Gordon & William Heid
Elizabeth Graham Freedman
Stephanie Hou
Ann Hughes
Steve Jackson
Margaret Jensen & Gerry Long
Mitchell Kristofferson & Yukiko Kawasaki
Stacey Laumann
Kathleen & Juan Marin
Mark Meierding
Jolene Nakao
Rie Narui
Laura & Mark Nicholson
Carolyn Nomura Sweeney
Masako Oba
Robert Quinn
Izzy Rhoads
Maryam Heidi & Eric Schutz
Mia Shan

Sara Skinner & Javier De Ana  
      (in honor of Cliff Chan)
Kevin Smith
Jim & Coca Stein
Yuri Sugawara
Ting-Ju (Sophia) Tai
Amy Tanner & Peter Khoury
Steve Tipton & Kristin Mann
Daniel Tkach
Nancy E. Webber
Howard Weiss
Aaron Wertheimer
Geoffrey & Barbara Wiggin
Haruka Yamashita
Lina Yamashita
Alan Zetterberg (in honor of Dwight 
Clark)
Shengnan (Cicy) Zhang
Myint Mo Thant Thant Zeya Tun

P.O. Box 1314
Palo Alto, CA 94302

415-904-8033
www.viaprograms.org

Contributors (continued)

We are deeply grateful for our alumni 
and friends who have supported VIA 
in so many ways, including assisting 
our programs as fellows/mentors, 
providing insight and expertise, 
collaborating on programs, building 
community connections, and donat-
ing to support VIA’s mission.

If you would like to make a gift and 
add your support, please visit 
viaprograms.org/donate or contact 
Wallace Wong, VIA Strategic Rela-
tionships Director, at  
wallace@viaprograms.org.

How To Support



VIA Year in Review: 2021 - 2022

2023 Social Impact  
Leadership Conference
 

June 9-10 (US Time) | June 10-11 (Asia Time)

Each year, the Social Impact Leadership Conference brings 
together community leaders from around the world to share 
stories and good practices in the social impact community. 
The theme for this year’s virtual conference is “Guiding 
Stars: Navigating Sustainable Impact” which focuses on 
the orientation, pathway and journey one takes to driving 
sustainable impact through leadership and social innovation 
in their communities. 

Attendees will gain access to inspiring keynotes, engaging 
breakout sessions, and valuable networking opportunities 
from the global VIA community. We invite all members of 
VIA’s community, including alumni, partners, collaborators, 
and friends to join! 

viaprograms.org/event/2023-conference

  Resuming in-person programs in Silicon Valley  
and Asia

 Improving access to learning opportunities,  
international perspectives, and cross-cultural 
connections through virtual programming

  Supporting grassroots community projects  
and initiatives

  Working with new partners and collaborators

  
 Welcoming three new team members

  

 Hosting our first in-person reunion since 2019

The Social Impact Leadership Conference is support-
ed through sponsorship. If you would like to support, 
please contact Wallace Wong, VIA Strategic Relationships  
Director, at wallace@viaprograms.org.

How To Support



• Make a one-time or a recurring monthly donation online from  
www.viaprograms.org/donate.

• Mail a check made out to Volunteers in Asia to P.O. Box 1314, Palo Alto, CA 94302.

• Make a stock donation or a gift through a donor-advised fund.

• Have your company match your charitable contribution. You can check to see if 
your company offers matching from viaprograms.org/donation-match.

• Include VIA in your will and leave a legacy gift so that VIA can continue to provide 
rich cross-cultural experiential experiences in Asia and the US for future generations! 

How YOU can Support VIA
Our work is made possible through generous contributions from our alumni and friends in our 
community. Below are some ways that you can support VIA. A gift of any amount will support 
our work and elevate hope for the people and communities we serve. If you have any questions 
about making a gift to VIA, please contact info@viaprograms.org.

Lafcadio Cortesi passed away in March 2022 at his home in Berkeley. Lafcadio was a 
dedicated international campaigner for a better environment. He worked in Indonesia 
on community development as a VIA volunteer from 1985 till 1987. He then joined 
Greenpeace, where he led efforts to support local communities in their struggles 
to keep their traditional lands and end deforestation in Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands. 

From VIA Founder, Dwight Clark, “The enduring and deep effects of sustained 
exposure to a compelling culture can be seen so clearly in the lives of Paul Goldman 
and Lafcadio Cortesi.  They absorbed the best of the Vietnamese and Indonesian 
cultures and left Asia as larger and more complex versions of themselves.”

Paul Goldman

Lafcadio Cortesi

In Memoriam

Paul Goldman, professor of educational leadership, passed away in January 2023. 
Paul was a VIA volunteer in Vietnam in 1966 and remained an active member of VIA’s 
alumni community. He enjoyed sharing his perspective and advice while interviewing 
future participants, connected with friends and new VIA members at alumni 
gatherings in-person and online, and joined the Japan alumni tour in 2017.

Paul

Lafcadio


