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From the Executive Director

here was always a tone of excitement 
in their voices when I met our alumni 
and heard their VIA stories during our 

55th anniversary last year. This was not only 
a heartening experience for me, but I was 
also extremely excited to be reminded of the 
ripple effect of what our founder Dwight Clark started in 1963. As 
Dean of Freshmen Men at Stanford, Dwight engaged students in 
conversations about what kind of a person they want to become 
and led them to do service work in Hong Kong. This was the 
beginning of VIA that consequently provided thousands of people 
from the U.S. and Asia, including myself, the opportunity to go 
across the pacific and embark on a VIA journey that broadened our 
worldview and led to new career and life options.  

Among the alumni I talked with last year is Phil Chritton who met 
his future wife when he was a VIA volunteer in China in the 80’s and 
spent many years of his career in Asia. What is fascinating about 
Phil’s journey with VIA is that his daughter Monica joined the VIA 
family as a Global Community Fellow in 2017 (introduced on p.4 of 
this report) and served at a vocational training center in Myanmar. 
Another alumna that has passed the VIA torch to a new generation 
is June Gordon who served in Taiwan in the 70’s and is currently 
a professor at UC Santa Cruz. To help her students deepen their 
understanding of what they learn through her courses, June has 
encouraged many of them to spend time in Asia with VIA. You can 
read about one of her students, Daniel Romo’s experience on p.3. 

At a time with increasing conflicts around the world and countless 
social issues, I see great importance in continuing to encourage our 
participants to ask themselves the question “What kind of a person 
do I want to become?” and empowering them with the mindset 
and skills that will bring positive change to society. Furthermore, 
as I envision the next chapter for VIA, I see great potential in 
maximizing our impact by working closely with local partners in 
Asia including schools, nonprofits, and foundations as a coalition 
to address societal challenges they face in their communities. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude 
to all our donors, funders, alumni, and friends who support VIA 
and enable us to continue our work. Your support ensures that the 
VIA experience remains accessible to future generations and that 
we continue to bring positive long-term impact to the people and 
communities we serve. 

 
Kazutoh Ishida, PhD
Executive Director
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“ During the final months of my senior 
year at UC Santa Cruz I came to the real-
ization that I had yet to accomplish some-
thing wildly out of the ordinary. It was 
only until I heard about VIA’s programs 
that I felt the stars aligned for me to fly 
out of my comfort zone. With this oppor-
tunity knocking, I knew I had the chance 
to achieve both personal and professional 
growth beyond anything I had ever done 
before. By the end of my internship, I flew 
back home having immersed myself in a 
foreign culture with a new language while 
eating delicious foods alongside lifelong 
friends. Professionally, Indonesia present-
ed me with a sole feeling of familiarity, 
taking me back to my passion of teaching 
new skills to youth of color.”  
—Daniel Romo

Daniel Romo graduated from UC Santa Cruz in June 
2018 and departed for a summer internship with VIA in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia at a community library and reading 
program soon after. However, his journey to Asia and entry 
into the VIA community started many years prior. Daniel 
was a student of June Gordon (VIA Taiwan 1970 and former 
board member), a long-serving UC Santa Cruz professor. 
Daniel had enrolled in several of June’s courses focused on 
education in Asia. June’s continued engagement with VIA 
since her time as a volunteer in Taiwan, and as a college 
educator, has provided many opportunities for her former 
students to consider post-graduate plans that included time 
in Asia with VIA. Reflecting on the overlap of VIA and her 

tenure at UC Santa Cruz, June shared, “it has been gratifying 
to have students make the connection between the content 
of my courses and the VIA experience. Over the years the 
most difficult impediment for students and parents in 
deciding to connect with VIA is a fear of going abroad, 
especially issues around safety and trust. VIA provides a 
collective network that enables students to feel secure 
and prepared to do service in Asia. I am proud of those 
students who have selected this path to greater intercultural 
understanding and self-discovery.”

For Daniel, this network of support included another former 
student of June’s, Chennal Breen. Chennal also joined VIA 
after graduation, as part of the year-long fellowship program 
and has remained in Indonesia since 2015, serving as a VIA 
fellow and embarking on a master’s degree in religious and 
cross-cultural studies at Gadjah Mada University. Daniel’s 
time in Indonesia passed more quickly. Despite program 
staff’s suggestions that he try to stay longer, he stuck firmly 
to deeply-held commitment to becoming an educator and 
returning to his home community as soon as possible. 
Daniel followed his plan and teaches freshman students 
at Leadership Public Schools R&D in Oakland, where he 
graduated from in 2014.

Daniel, Chennal, and June’s experiences are just a few 
examples of the long-term impact we seek at VIA. Beyond 
quality experiences during programs, we look towards the 
impact that our alumni have over decades in their careers, 
communities, and beyond.  

The Ripple Effects and Long-term Impact of VIA’s Programs

Via around the world



Global Community Fellowship Program

Chennal Breen
Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM)  

– Yogyakarta, Indonesia

Monica Chritton
Inle Heritage Hospitality  

Vocational Training Center  
– Inle Lake, Myanmar

Rebekka Flam
BEAM (Bridging Educational 

Access to Migrants)  
– Chiang Mai, Thailand

Erik Hammarlund
Sanata Dharma University 

– Yogyakarta, Indonesia

Misja Ilcisin
Koe Koe Tech  

– Yangon, Myanmar

Catherine Hendren
Pre-Collegiate Program (PCP) 
– Yangon, Myanmar

William Hunter
Jember University 
– Jember, Indonesia

Kelly Schneider
Alma Ata University  
– Yogyakarta, Indonesia

Emily Stephenson
Pre-Collegiate Program (PCP)  
– Yangon, Myanmar

Christina Bui 
Pacific Links 
– An Giang, Vietnam

Paige Chisholm
Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM)  

– Yogyakarta, Indonesia

My VIA experience has made me 
more confident, more creative, 
more able to manage time and 

roles as they come up.
The VIA experience has been abso-
lutely pivotal in my career and personal 
development.  Prior to joining VIA, I had 
been working in public health research 
and hadn’t really considered educa-
tion as something in which I was inter-
ested.  During my 2 years with VIA, I have 
discovered my passion for education de-
velopment, and hope to continue to work 
in access programs to higher education 
as I continue in my career.

Living in a more remote post built personal resilience, 
reflection, maturity, but most of all created the right 
environment to really become close with my community, and 
develop a sense of humility and understanding. 



Yuka Matsuzaki is 
a graduate of two 
VIA programs (the 
Medical Exchange 
& Discovery (MED) 
program in 2015 and 
Design-Thinking for 
Social Innovation 
(DSI) program in 

2018), and is currently finishing up her 
medical degree at Tokyo Women’s Medical 
University. She has helped organize 
VIA’s 55th Anniversary event and Alumni 
Summit in Tokyo in the fall of 2018, and 
is in the process of organizing another 
reunion this spring.
 

“VIA is like home for me. VIA welcomes 
me so warmly, and they allow me to 
think in a safe environment. Japanese 
society is very rigid in its way of 
thinking, but VIA gave me questions 
that questioned my rigid, stereotypical 
Japanese way of thinking that I was 
brought up with. It’s okay to think 
“crazy” ideas because VIA is a safe place 
to think, and the staff encouraged me 
to do anything. By being asked these 
questions, I was able to revisit why I 
wanted to be a doctor in the first place. 
Being with VIA is like being part of a big 
family – I have good feelings inside of me, 
and it makes so happy.

When I decided to become a doctor, I 
wanted to be a global doctor. There is a 
Japanese proverb “Ino naka no kawazu, 
taikai wo shirazu,” which means the 
frog in the well knows nothing of the big 
ocean. I don’t want to be the frog in the 
well. I want to keep in touch with VIA’s 
participants, talk about issues such as 
the recent scandal of gender bias scoring 
at medical universities in Japan. We 
have to change the system for Japanese 
medical schools. This is the starting 
point for me and other people. I want 
to talk with VIA participants, I want to 
share my thoughts and opinions with my 
colleagues in the medical field in Japan. 
But many Japanese people don’t want 
to talk about it out loud. So, it feels like a 
laughable story, if I bring it up.
 

In Japan, we have a good healthcare 
system, but it’s not perfect. The tuition 
for medical school is very high, as well 
as we struggle with a declining birth 
rate. People in Japan tend to think that 
the government will do something, but I 
don’t think so. When I helped with VIA’s 
Exploring Health Care (EHC) program, I 
was able to research medical practices 
by Japanese professionals in the Bay 
Area, and I felt very strongly that the 
next generation of Japanese medical 
professionals need to go abroad, 
research or study what other countries 
are doing, so that we can be competitive 
in a global world. Japanese people are 
so shy, and it’s easy for our country to 
live in its own bubble. We have to make 
sure Japanese medical professionals are 

keeping up with other countries.
It’s tough for female doctors here. The 
elderly women doctors tell us how it is 
better now than how it was for them in 
the past. But I don’t think now is good 
enough for women doctors working 
full time. Only 5% of female doctors are 
cardiovascular specialists. Many women 
choose dermatology, eye, or internal 
medicine. The systems set in place 
for full time employment is not good 
in general. People are expected to do 
overtime, fill quotas, but women have 
to balance what is expected of them as 
mothers and wives.
 

We need a new model to tackle these 
issues in Japan. For example, if I ran a 
hospital, I could make the new system 
different from what we currently have. 
If I can demonstrate that this system 
works, other doctors and hospitals can 
see that it works and they can change 
their minds, and even adopt this new 
system. I want to change people’s minds 
completely. It’s tough, but if we have the 
patience and take the time we need, we 
can develop a better system for female 
doctors. We can change.
 

My word of advice to VIA alumni is 
to keep in touch with your fellow 
participants and with VIA staff. Think 
about what you learned during the 
program, and put your thoughts forward. 
These are important steps that can help 
change people’s minds and not be stuck 
in Japan’s stereotypical, rigid thinking.

The Obama Foundation contacted VIA in search of young 
changemakers in Indonesia because of our previous U.S. 
Department of State-funded Youth Leadership Program, a 
summer exchange for students aged 15-17 from Indonesia and 
the U.S. 

Out of the ten people selected country-wide from the Obama 
Foundation to join a private audience with President Barack 
Obama in Jakarta, three were VIA alumni from local partners.  
We were thrilled to see Tia Setiyani, Teguh Affandi, and Agnes 
“Galuh” Simamora selected.

Tia is a women’s rights activist advocating for gender equality, 
an end to violence against women, sexual and reproductive 
health, and rights for Yogyakarta’s LGBTQ community. Galuh was 
a participant on the U.S.-Indonesia Youth Leadership Program, a 
collaboration between VIA and George Mason University funded 
by the U.S. Department of State. She is now studying law at the 
Universitas Indonesia with an interest in land rights and hopes 
to become an advocate for the people. Teguh works for a civil 

society organization based in Jakarta called Our Voice. He was 
a participant in our 10-week program held in Yogyakarta, in 
collaboration with Haverford College’s Center for Peace and 
Global Citizenship in 2013 and also took part in the 2018 Gender 
and Conflict program in Jakarta as a guest speaker.

VIA Community Connects with President Obama in Jakarta

Alumni Spotlight

Catherine Hendren
Pre-Collegiate Program (PCP) 
– Yangon, Myanmar



2017–2018 By The Numbers

Leaving a Legacy for VIA
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	1%	  FOUNDATIONS

	8% INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

	12% REVENUE FROM ENDOWMENT

	5% IN-KIND 

$1,691,654

$13,500
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$279,515
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We would like to thank and honor all of those who have made a legacy gift promise to VIA.  Their 
commitment will ensure the continuation of rich, immersive cross-cultural learning experiences that 
transform lives and strengthen our global community.
 

If you have included VIA in your will or trust, please inform us so that we can thank you for your special 
commitment.  For additional information about our planned giving program, please contact Brian 
Byrdsong at: brian@viaprograms.org or (415) 904-8033.

John Affeldt & Karen Hoy
Jeanne Blamey & Robert Fram
Dwight Clark

Tim & Mia Clark
Joan Karlin & Paul Resnick
Michael Moradzadeh

Corbin Smith
Joel Stratte-McClure
Robert Textor

mailto:brian@viaprograms.org


        Orchid ($10,000+)
Tab Bowers
Grant Cox & Elizabeth Sager

 Peony ($2,500–$9,999)
Howdy Bouis & Cristina Sison
Dwight Clark
Alison Davis
Paul & Marion Goldman  

(in memory of David H. Milton)
Jon Hecht & Lora Sabin
Sukie Jackson & Bob Tanabe
Joan Karlin & Paul Resnick
Michael Moradzadeh
Mark Nelson
John & Sherry Shoch
Denise Strojny-Hall and Bill Hall
Timothy M. Thornton, Jr.
Priscilla Winslow

 Cherry Blossom 
        ($1,000–$2,499)

Fumi Arao & Ken Singleton
Jeanne Blamey
Ruth Brousseau
H. Kirk Brown, III
Linda Chin & John Parissenti
Phillip Chritton
Patricia Clark
Tim & Mia Clark
Jane Clayton & John Petro
Andy & Holly Cohen
Pam Cowan
Heather Danton
Janice & Bill Forsyth
Terry Fry
Eugene Gregor
Catherine Cleminshaw Griffin
Chris Harte &  

Dr. Katherine Stoddard Pope
Ron Herring & Tuckie Yirchott
Rick Holmstrom
Steve Holve & Diane Hu

Steve Hope & Cathy Curl
Jennifer Hubbert & Jay Crary
Tom Hutchins
Jerry Kurjian
William & Joanne Lehman
Andy Lewandowski & Kim Yap
Skip Martin
Michael & Jeanne Milligan
Carole L. Milligan
Douglas Ogden
Danilyn Rutherford
Jackie Schmidt-Posner 

& Barry Posner
Sam Schwartz
Leonard & Bea Smith
James Spears & Richard Sternberg
Joel Stratte-McClure
Alan Teo
Steve and Tricia Trainer

Magnolia ($500–$999)
Anonymous (in memory of Floyd Fickle)
Amanda Allbritton and Sean Brady
Kern & Amy Beare
Tara Brown
Jon Childs
David Cline & Siri Bliesner
Michele Dreyfuss
Mark Edleson
David & Lynnae Evans
Barbara Robins Foorman
Barry Groves
Peter Haines
Cliff Halverson & Laurie Hedden
Alissa & Neal Keny-Guyer
Grace Kong & Abdi Soltani
Bettina Kurkjian & Grischa Chandy
Brian Murphy &  

Michelle Bates-Benetua
Sarah N. Hill
William E. Palmer & JoAnn Hotta
Rick Pam & Penny Stroud
Tom & Barbara Petersmeyer
Sara Robertson
Bob Schoultz
Matthew Schwartz & Karen Levesque
Gwendolyn Smith
Bill Stewart & Kalima Rose
John Strand
Scott Sugiura
Buzz & Shirley Thompson
Mark & Kathy Wagner
Kathryn Weber
Clay & Helen Wertheimer
Peter Winslow & Cheryl Stewart

Contributors
 Wisteria ($250–$499)

Karen Radel Aylward & Bruce Aylward
Christine Bates Crum
Dan Bedford
Kei & Harumi Befu
Judy Birk Kridle
Carol Blanpied Guesno
Scott Blois
John Cassidy
Laura Coleman
Samantha Davidson Green
Kate Dunham
Jon Eichelberger
Erin & Joseph Fassio
Doug Felt & Lillian Lee
Tom & Hoa Fox
Michael & Molly Frank
Rosa & Robert Gellert
John & Deborah Gittelsohn
Gary Greenfield
Mary Dianne Greenley
Alice Hill & Peter Starr
Theresa Jeanette Hoeft
Suzie Ivelich
Michael Jeffery
Helena Kolenda
Eric Larson & Teresa Bigelow
Nathan Levy
Kim Linton & Danny Rothberg
Gary & Pamela Maes
Philip McLeod & Shawn Christianson
Stephen McNeil
Amanda Meier
Sue Moy
Steve Nissen
Cira Ortiz
Pilar Ossorio
Stephanie Parker
Net & Penn Payne
Carol Putnam Thomsen
M. Holt & Patty D. Ruffin
Francesca Ruiz de Luzuriaga
Steve Saxenian & Stacey Lennard
Diane Sheng
Bob Simons
Jim & Bryn Stuebner
Dan & Mila Thomas
Bing Tso, Jr. & Janet Gwilym
Jerry & Kathie Underdal
Edwin Wells
Tetsuya Yasutake

 Azaleas ($100–$249)
 Doug Aden
John Ambler
Kit & Kate Anderton

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations 
Apple
BelleJAR
Enlight Foundation
Google
Henry Luce Foundation
Oracle
Pacific Links

Your contributions add miles to each participant’s  
journey.  For that, we thank you.

July 1, 2017—June 30, 2018



Jack S. Bailey
Rick & Rickie Ann Baum
Jim & Elaine Baxter
David Beard & Jean O’Neil
Dan Bernstein  

(in honor of Dwight Clark)
Eric Boysen & Carolyn Sanders
Jonathan Buenaventura
Fred Burks
Brian Byrdsong & Neil Rogers
Bill & Anne Callison
Irene Cheng
Richard Cohn
Lafcadio Cortesi & JoAnne Welsch
Ann de Peyster & Michael Kirk
Michael Eldredge
Patricia Fong
Lillian Forsyth
Kevin Gaw
Tim & Jane George
Stephen Golden
Tom & Rachel Goodrich
Richard Gregory
Stevan Harrell
Susan Hartt
Paul Anthony & Carol Henning
Andy & Pam Horowitz
Anne Huckins
Greg Hurlock & Yoko Yamamoto
Calvin Jenn
Robert Jerome
Henry C. L. Johnson, Jr.
Randall M. Joss
Martha & John Kauffman
Kent & Terry Keller
Charlotte & Tom Keller
Megan Keller
Christopher & Valerie Cole Kelley
Eric & Margareta Kettner
Jiro Kokuryo
Yi-Wen Lee
Janet Li-Tempest
Tom Lo
Maxwell Manesh
Sylvia Martinez & Tim Hickey
Laura Masunaga & Art Kameda
Regina Mayor
Shelley Metzenbaum
Louise & Jonathan Franklin
Jennie Mollica
Judy & Peter Mollica
David F. Morgan
Adam Myhre
Jessy Needham
David Neidel
Saeko Noda
Dugald Owen & Brook Jenkins
Gary & Marilyn Patton

Keith Pirl
Glen Price & Rita Huybrechts
Kathy Purcell
Danni Redding Lapuz
Lara Rosenthal
Neil & Sandra Rudo
Raymond L. Russell III & Judith Lehr
John Sandor
Blaine Sayre
Renee Shakerin
John & Carolyn Shepherd
Larry & Joanne Spears
Isabel Stenzel Byrnes
Lorene Strand
Jack & Loraine Anderson Stuart
Al Taira
Stephen C. Thomas & Carol Dreselly
Yuta Tonegawa
Phuong Truong
Yi-Lin Tsai
Jill Tucker
Nancy E. Webber
Ellison Weeks
Anna Wetterberg & Robert Franks
Leonard Wolfe
Philip Yu
Alan Zetterberg
Mary Zurbuchen

 Lotus ($1—$99)
Stephanie Toriumi
Julie Anderson
Angela Arunarsirakul
Lynn Ward Barrow
Amy Baum
Elicia Berger Rozic
Nathan Bitting
Christopher Gerteis
Henry Canby
Brian Cheu
Jonas Crimm
Sally Edwards
Mika Endo
Liz Eshleman
Leslie Young Esson
Don Flickinger & Jennifer Silveira
Mo-Yun Fong
Earl Fong
Susan Foreman
Chuck Fulkerson
Paris Geiken & Scott Toll
Don & Carolyn Gray
Chung Nim Ha
Haoqin He
Adrian Hilton
Rowan Hollitz
Stephanie Hou
Steve Jackson

Greg James
Margaret Jensen & Gerry Long
Masayuki Kobayashi
Mary-Grace Kristler-Fair
Stephanie Lackey
Ming-Yuan Lee
Gale McLain Lewis
Rob Lipton  

(in memory of Aaron Lipton)
Victor Lum
Marcus Magallanes, MD
Kathy & Juan Marin
Lani Marsden
Ron Maysenhalder
Aspasea McKenna
Chad Morse
Jolene Nakao
Laura & Mark Nicholson
John Nordell
Christian Ollano
John & Susan Omohundro
Robert Quinn
Krista Robinson
Nick & Ruth Royal
Ginjiro Sakai
Mia Shan
Linda Shaw & Carl Christofferson
Sara Skinner & Javier De Ana
David Sklar
Ellen Steiker
Gail Su
Patricia & Michael Sullivan
Elizabeth Sutton Benefiel
Mitsuyo Suzuki
Ting-Ju Tai
Mari Tanabe
Amy Tanner
Bill Tiffany
Daniel Tkach
Linda Tran
Sarah Tran
Jennifer Ura Gavin
Chia-Li Wang
Howard Weiss
David Wells
Haruka Yamashita
Richard R. Young
Jason Zhang

995 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94103

415-904-8033
www.viaprograms.org

Contributors (continued)
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